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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Department of Physics

Spring 2006

Experiment 2: Faraday Ice Pail

OBJECTIVES

1. To explore the charging of objects by friction and by contact.
2. To explore the charging of objects by electrostatic induction.
3. To explore the concept of electrostatic shielding.

PRE-LAB READING
INTRODUCTION

When a charged object 15 placed near a conductor, electric fields exert forces on the free
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